Trinity Presbyterian Church Worship
A Snowbound Sunday

Since we can’t gather together safely this morning, we are invited to share
this worship at home, together. There are prayers, Scriptures, and links to
musical offerings. (Please note: we do not control the ads that may appear
before the start of each video; skip past them.)

You are invited to begin at the “normal” worship time of 10:00 am ET, or
at a time that works for you. Set up a small space free from distraction,
light a candle or place a cross in front of you if youd like, have your Bible
handy (or use this one online: https://www.biblegateway.com/; we
recommend the Common English Bible or the NRSVUE translations), take
a deep breath, and begin to prepare yourself for worship. If it would help
you to play some music that will center you, do that - or simply sit in
silence for a few moments.

Gathering Song: Come and See

—96-;:

Christe, Christe, Christe eleison.

Call to Worship
The light shines, and we are drawn to it. The Spirit moves, and we hear the
sound of the wind. God’s love pours out, and we trust it leads us into life


https://www.biblegateway.com/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=sbWUfIErBeY

Opening Hymn - #192 - Lord, the Light of Your Love is Shining

Lord, the light of your love is shining,

in the midst of the darkness, shining;
Jesus, Light of the World, shine upon us;
set us free by the truth you now bring us.
Shine on me; shine on me.

Refrain

Shine, Jesus, shine;

fill this land with the Father’s glory.
Blaze, Spirit, blaze;

set our hearts on fire.

Flow, river, flow;

flood the nations with grace and mercy.
Send forth your word, Lord,

and let there be light.

Lord, I come to your awesome presence,
from the shadows into your radiance;
by the blood I may enter your brightness.


https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=BkxoTmKpDcU

Search me; try me; consume all my darkness.
Shine on me; shine on me. (Refrain)

As we gaze on your kingly brightness,

so our faces display your likeness;

ever changing from glory to glory,
mirrored here may our lives tell your story.
Shine on me; shine on me. (Refrain)

Call to Confession
If we say we are without sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not in
us. Let us confess our sin together.

Prayer of Confession

You come with love, O God,

pouring yourself out for the world.

We confess that we are often quicker to condemn than to love,
and we are prone to restricting your love to those who think like
us.

Your abundant life shines with light,

drawing all people into new life with you.

We confess that we are addicted to the ways of this world,

and we often choose to stay in them rather than the ways of your
kingdom.

Forgive us, loving God,

and send your Spirit among us to re-make us,

a new creation born of the fullness of your love.

We ask in the name of the One who shines in the darkness,
Jesus the Christ.

Time for Silent Confession
Amen.

Declaration of Forgiveness

Friends, the Spirit moves like the wind — coming and going to bring new
life wherever she pleases. Trust that God’s love is carried on that wind for
you today, and walk in newness of life. Thanks be to God. Amen.



Song of Response - #125 - Before the Marvel of This Night v. 3
The love that we have always known,

our constant joy and endless light,

now to the loveless world be shown,

now break upon its deathly night.

Into one song compress the love

that rules our universe above:

sing love; sing love; sing God is love;

sing love; sing God is love!

50th Fesliva of Christmas « 2006
“Gloria in excelsis Deo”

V,
A tpt Original:Production

Prayer for Illumination
God, by the power of your Holy Spirit, open our hearts to hear your Word
today. Amen.

Scripture: Psalm 139:13-18 and John 3:1-21

Reflection: “Nick at Night”

When I was growing up, I enjoyed getting to know certain TV shows
that were well before my time, thanks to Nick at Nite - the later
programming on Nickelodeon. I watched it back in the early days, when
they showed old episodes of I Love Lucy, Happy Days, Bewitched, and I
Dream of Jeannie. I was surprised to see that it is still going strong, and


https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=u9SA7Ctue-s

horrified to see what now counts as classic television: Friends, The Big
Bang Theory, and Young Sheldon, to name a few.

Today we go much further back, to Nicodemus and his visit to Jesus,
under the cover of night. As we journey through John’s gospel, we should
take notice of the frequent mention of “the Jews.” There are reasons for it in
the context in which it was written, but it is really problematic. John’s
portrayal of “the Jews” is far from positive, and it has become part of the
entrenched anti-semitism in the church. Unfortunately, anti-semitism is
still alive and well in many parts of the church and in society; it’s not just a
thing of the past.

All that to say, the fact that Nicodemus is immediately identified as a
Pharisee and a leader of the Jews would ordinarily set off warning bells. We
might expect a confrontation, but Nicodemus’ visit to Jesus is genuine. He’s
not playing a game of Gotcha, as we see elsewhere in the Gospels. He really
wants to know more about Jesus and what he’s all about. But, given his
position, he apparently feels like he has to go under the cover of night.

There is another historical dichotomy in the church that we need to
be aware of as we read John. Light and dark are major themes in this
gospel. Jesus is the light of the world, a light that darkness cannot
overcome. Light also means understanding, and darkness, confusion. Light
good, darkness bad. Unfortunately, this has also been woven into the sinful
system of white supremacy. We need to be aware of that as we read.

Nicodemus’ nighttime visit is not only about hiding from the other
Jewish leaders. It also signifies his confusion. Nicodemus remains in the
dark when it comes to Jesus’s teaching. Even so, he shows up. He wants to
understand. His faithful curiosity persists to the end.

Jewish New Testament Scholar, Dr. Amy-Jill Levine, has a slightly
less charitable reading. She writes, “I appreciate his willingness to pursue
what he finds interesting and important; however, his stealthy approach
remains for me a problem. It takes courage to admit what we do not know
and to seek answers; it may take even more courage to let others know that
we are seeking, that we do not know everything, that we may need help.™

I have always appreciated Trinity’s willingness to ask questions and
sit outside the comfort of certainty. It’s a deeply faithful posture, but I think
it’s not a very common position to find in many Christian churches. We are
pilgrims on a journey, seeking and learning together. But then, who leads
the pilgrims?

1 The Gospel of John, by Amy-Jill Levine, p. 24. Copyright 2024



Today we would have ordained and installed a new class of Elders.
Fear not - we will do that soon! There is always some degree of fear and
trembling in this task, the nagging question, “Am I enough? Do I know
enough? Am I faithful enough? Do I have enough to offer? Am I up to this
call?” This is not merely serving on a governing board; this is spiritual
leadership. It’s servant leadership. It should give us pause.

The answer to all of those questions is yes - with God’s help. The
church needs leaders who are fully aware of their reliance on God to fulfill
this duty. Leaders who are willing to ask questions, and hungry to learn and
grow as people and as disciples of Jesus. Also, these leaders need you. They
need your prayers and support in this work. Church is a team sport! In fact,
if you haven’t already done so, please do! https://docs.google.com/forms/
d/e/
1FAIpQLSeixkVYPr75 LAYuzkMiopRfO_0GzVpgoGxy4vIFdADPIZqUxQ/
viewform

God calls us to the work of transformation. God calls us to be the body of
Christ to show the whole world God’s love. It’s big work! None of us can do
it on our own.

In this age of divisiveness and firmly entrenched sides, may we all
have the courage of uncertainty. May we all be enriched with holy curiosity.
And may we all continue to seek after Jesus together, as the body of Christ.
Amen.

Hymn of Response: #740 - Lead Me, Guide Me
Refrain: Lead me, guide me, along the way, for if you lead me, I cannot
stray. Lord, let me walk each day with thee. Lead me, O Lord, lead me.



https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSeixkVYPr75LAYuzkMiopRfO_0GzVpg0Gxy4vTFdADPlZ9UxQ/viewform
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSeixkVYPr75LAYuzkMiopRfO_0GzVpg0Gxy4vTFdADPlZ9UxQ/viewform
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSeixkVYPr75LAYuzkMiopRfO_0GzVpg0Gxy4vTFdADPlZ9UxQ/viewform
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSeixkVYPr75LAYuzkMiopRfO_0GzVpg0Gxy4vTFdADPlZ9UxQ/viewform
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=PLpB-dE2DHM

I am weak and I need your strength and power to help me over my weakest
hour. Help me through the darkness your face to see. Lead me, O Lord, lead
me. (Refrain)

Affirmation of Faith: The Apostles’ Creed
I believe in God the Father Almighty, Maker of heaven and
earth, and in Jesus Christ his only Son our Lord; who was
conceived by the Holy Ghost, born of the Virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, dead, and
buried; he descended into hell; the third day he rose
again from the dead; he ascended into heaven, and
sitteth on the right hand of God the Father Almighty;
from thence he shall come to judge the quick and the
dead.
I believe in the Holy Ghost; the holy catholic church; the
communion of saints; the forgiveness of sins; the resurrection of
the body; and the life everlasting. Amen.

Offering

We respond to the grace we have received by sharing the gifts that have
been entrusted to us. Gifts of time, talent, and money support God’s work
in the world through the mission of this congregation. You can give
online, at https://secure.myvanco.com/L-Z4WD/home, and today
especially, consider how you might use your time and talents in service to
God.



https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=q1nIgnjUADw

Offertory: “Lift High and Dance,” by Sheldon W. Sorge, played by
Paulo Steinberg

Doxology - #609 - Praise God, from Whom All Blessings Flow
Praise God, from whom all blessings flow.

Praise God, all creatures high and low.

Alleluia, alleluia!

Praise God, in Jesus fully known:

Creator, Word, and Spirit one.

Alleluia, alleluia!

Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia!

Prayer of Dedication
God, we offer the gifts of our lives for your service. Use
them to promote your justice and share your love. We pray
in the name of the one who came to share that love with the
whole world, Jesus the Christ. Amen.

Prayers of the People and the Lord’s Prayer

Holy God, Your love astounds us,

reaching beyond our capacity to imagine.

We praise you, loving God, and thank you for your persistence in seeking us
and drawing us to your lovely light. We are bold to bring you all that we
hold in our hearts and minds and bodies, trusting that in your love, you will
hold our concerns close in your own heart.

We pray today for those who are grasping for answers, for help, for
someone to hear, for a way forward.

For all those who struggle in mind, spirit, or body;

for all those who feel trapped in their situation and can’t see a way out;
Shine like a beacon to guide their way into new life.

We pray today for all who are caught in the ways of empire,

for all those who are addicted to the benefits of wealth and power;

for all those who suffer as collateral damage in the systems we have built;
Shine like a beacon to guide their way into new life.



We pray today for all who have questions they don’t know how to ask;
for those who have been told questions are sinful;

for those whose questions require us to look at things we’d rather avoid;
for those who wonder and those who wander as they seek truth.

Shine like a beacon to guide their way into new life.

Today we lift in prayer those situations on our hearts...

Shine like a beacon to guide their way into new life.

We pray these and all things in the power and name of your Word made
flesh, Jesus Christ, who taught us to pray, saying

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy kingdom come,
thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread,
and forgive us our sins, as we forgive those who sin against us. For thine is
the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever, amen.

Final Hymn: #656 - We’ve Come This Far by Faith



https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=81a7V0MhJpg

We’ve come this far by faith, leaning on the Lord, trusting in the holy Word;
God’s never failed us yet. O, can’t turn around, we’ve come this far by faith.
We’ve come this far by faith.

Benediction

In a fearful world,

may you look for God’s spirit.

May you reach for each other’s hands.
May you choose courage whenever you can.
And in all things, may you remember
that good news is louder than fear.

In the name of the one who calls,

the one who sends,

and the one who journeys with—

go in peace and

be not afraid.

Amen.

Sung Benediction - #295 - Go to the World! v. 2
https://youtube.com/watch?v=fmQDeSWdFrQ

Go to the world! Go into every place.
Go live the word of God's redeeming grace.

Go seek God's presence in each time and space.
Alleluia. Alleluia.

Feel free to let your heart settle for a few moments in silence as you
reorient to the rest of this day. If you're following this on Sunday
morning, remember to log on to Zoom at 11: 30 for our annual
congregational meeting: https://uso2web.zoom.us/s/
88465202636

Stay safe!


https://youtube.com/watch?v=fmQDeSWdFrQ
https://us02web.zoom.us/s/88465202636
https://us02web.zoom.us/s/88465202636

