
Sunday, December 21, 2025, 7pm
Trinity Presbyterian Church 725 S High St,

Harrisonburg, VA 22801



Sunday, December 21st, 7:00 pm ~ Longest Night Service
 Trinity Presbyterian Church

GATHERING MUSIC

WELCOME 

CANDLE LIGHTING
 Even through the longest nights,

we keep vigil.
When days are long and we grow weary,
we keep vigil.
When we’re running out of hope,
we keep vigil.
When peace feels like a pipe dream,
we keep vigil.
When joy seems like a luxury we can’t afford,
we keep vigil.
When the world is more full of hate than love,
we keep vigil.
When we’re desperate for Christ, Emmanuel, God-With-Us,
we keep vigil.
Let us keep vigil, for God is surely with us.

OPENING HYMN: NO. 90 “Wait for the Lord” 

SCRIPTURE READING: Isaiah 64

SILENT REFLECTION

POETRY READING: A Step Toward Home by Sarah A. Speed

SUNG RESPONSE: “In Silence We Wait”

SCRIPTURE READING: Isaiah 54:10-14

REFLECTION

SUNG RESPONSE: “In Silence We Wait”
In silence we wait, in darkness you come to us.
Bring us your love.

PRAYERS AND CANDLE LIGHTING

COMMUNION

SCRIPTURE READING: John 1-5

PASSING THE LIGHT OF CHRIST

WORDS OF COMFORT/AFFIRMATION OF FAITH
 Time after time, the angels break in with a greeting:

“Do not fear.”
So when our days are heavy and our sleep grows restless,
we believe that God is near.
When fear feels greater than hope,
we’ll look for signs of new life;
we’ll take a step toward God with shaking knees;
we’ll stand together,
and we won’t let fear stop us.



When we’re desperate for Christ, Emmanuel, God-With-Us, we’ll   
 remember:

we are the hands and feet of Christ,  made in God’s own image,
called to be light-bearers in a fearful world.
For we know that, no matter how it may seem,
God is here, among us, even now. Amen.

CLOSING HYMN: NO.314 “Longing for Light, We Wait in Darkness”

BENEDICTION
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