Trinity Presbyterian Church

Stated Session Meeting (using Zoom)
March 24, 2020 (rescheduled from March 22)
We Assemble in God’s Name

Members Present: Stephanie Sorge, Moderator; Linda Bradley, Clerk of Session; Dane Byers; Ellie Cale; Yogi Gillette; Mary Knapp; Judy LePera; Melodie Davis; Becca Lowrance; Frances Sale; Abby Streibig; Bill Wilson; Jeff Carr, Associate for Pastoral Care; and Carolyn Hinshaw, Youth Representative.
Absent/Excused: Chris Carlberg.  A quorum was present. Approved.
Call to Order:  Stephanie called the meeting to order with prayer at 10:00 am.
Devotional:  Becca shared a devotional from Presbyterians for Earth Care based on Genesis 1:29-31, inviting us to see the earth as God sees it.  We are part of an intricate web of physical and moral dimensions.  She closed with reading “100 White-sided Dolphins on a Summer Day” by Mary Oliver.

Sharing Joys and Concerns:

1) Numerous prayer concerns and joys for members and friends of the Trinity congregation were shared and Stephanie led a moment of prayer.

Approval of Docket:  Approved as distributed.
Approval of Minutes:  The minutes from the Stated Session Meeting on February 16, 2020 were approved as distributed.  Minutes of the Called Session Meeting on March 17, 2020 were approved as distributed.
Clerk’s Report:

1) Communion was served during worship and at Dinner Church as approved on Sunday, March 1.  Ruling Elders Patti Warner and Mary Knapp served communion as an extension of the table to one person at Bellaire and one person at VMRC.
2) Challace McMillin passed away on March 8.  A celebration of witness to the resurrection was held on Thursday, March 12. 
3) Linda shared a thank you note from Massanutten Presbyterian Church for helping with Open Doors in February.
Pastor’s Report:

For Session Action:
1) Governor Northam has issued guidelines that no more than 10 people gather in a group for the next 30 days, starting Wed, March 25. Ellie moved, Becca seconded, that we continue our current policy regarding use of building, activities, and online services, and plan to resume activities on Sunday, April 26, pending CDC guidelines in place at that point.  After discussion, it was agreed to follow the Governor’s instructions through April 25.  Approved.  We will reassess the situation at our next Session meeting on April 19, including a decision about when and how to offer communion.  (Current PCUSA guidelines say that churches must celebrate communion in the body gathered together.)  [PCUSA guidance since this meeting indicates that churches may have greater flexibility in deciding this issue for themselves.]
For Discussion:
1) Online worship – There has been much good feedback regarding our online service on March 19, both for the service and the coffee hour.  There have been over 350 views, some from old friends who had moved away.  There were some suggestions regarding the removal of distracting items, explanation of the banners being used as a background, and including a liturgist if that person is comfortable doing so. 
2) There are a variety of plans for the remaining Lenten/Holy Week services and possible streaming of the PCUSA Easter service.  Stephanie will also be posting a variety of worship resources on our website and Facebook pages.
3) There was some discussion about how to connect worship with persons having limited technological availability or knowledge.  There may be some persons who will need help in learning how to use the technology or addressing technology issues.  The main concern is that we provide ways for those who cannot use technology to still feel that they are connected to the Trinity family. 

4) There also was considerable discussion of the legal requirements for the expanded online streaming of music that is not in the public domain, including licensing and the reporting each week of the songs we are using.  The suggestion was made that Wonshé might take on the task of reporting the livestreaming of music to the licensing agencies.  Jeff also offered to help with this for now.  Jeff, Stephanie, Joe Hinshaw, DeAnne Chenoweth, and Larry Barber (chair of the Personnel Committee) will study how this fits into Wonshé’s job description and report back to the Session in April.
Upcoming Dates:

1) April 9 - Maundy Thursday; April 10 - Good Friday; April 12 - Easter
2) 2020 Vacation (Stephanie) - Sunday, March 15 (Myrtle marks group leading, 4 office days TBD)
3) 2020 Continuing Education (Stephanie) - August 3-7 (may take Sunday the 2nd or 9th off) (preaching conference in Austin), TBD
4) Service to the Church (Stephanie) - January 2-5 (Montreat College Conference)
We Celebrate Both the Present and Our Vision for the Future

Marks Groups and House Churches  


Reaching Out 








Judy LePera
1) The house church covenant is in process and will be submitted to the Session when completed.  Because of meeting restrictions, members are having to do more mailing and phoning to communicate.
Sanctuary








Frances
1) The March 15 appreciation luncheon for VANITA churches and drivers was cancelled.  Immigrants are no longer being transported to NOVA for their check-ins; these are being done by phone.  House church members are concerned about how to meet local immigrants’ needs and are working closely with New Bridges on this.  They have Spanish translators and have been developing sample notes and letters that can be sent to immigrants by text or mail.  
Hearts and Hands:







Linda

1) Our gatherings have been suspended for the foreseeable future, but we continue to create new shawls!
Backpack 








Dane
No report

Myrtle 









Stephanie, Linda
1) Five members of the Myrtle Marks Group attended the NextChurch conference in Cincinnati, March 1-4.  Mark Dewey is taking a strong lead for the group’s future activities.  On a Myrtle group meeting on Zoom on Sunday, March 24, we decided to adopt a new Marks Group name – Bread and Blessings.  We feel that this new name will better reflect our mission – we receive Bread to become Bread for others; we receive Blessings to become Blessings for others.  We also are exploring a number of “spiritual hub” initiatives we might pursue over the next several months because of postponing any activity involving the Harbor Room.
Clothes Closet 







Melodie
No report
Dinner Church








Chris
1) Dinner Church is on hold for the foreseeable future because of coronavirus restrictions.
EDED









Bill 
1) The April 22 meeting featuring Bea Johnson, author of Zero Waste Home, has been postponed.  Bill will be in touch with Elly Swecker for more information.
Seasonal Teams 
For Session Action:

1) The Easter team requested approval of donations to the Keister backpack program as an alternative to purchasing Easter flowers.  People still could provide a plant if desired.  Ideas for using flowers included possibly having them the following week instead if we decide to use the PCUSA service on Easter.  We could show them during the online service and then deliver them to the persons who purchased them.
2) The Pentecost team still needs members.
Standing Teams and Committees





Benevolences

No report
Building and Grounds 

       No report

Communication and Outreach

1) No report, but much appreciation was expressed for the excellent work of the team in preparing the church for the technology required for our online worship services. 

Finance Team






Linda Bradley
For Information:

1) Treasurer’s Report – The February Treasurer’s Report shows that we had a YTD actual income of $47,841, which is 101% of our YTD anticipated income.  Our YTD actual expenses were $45,285, which is 86% of our YTD anticipated expenses.  This gives us a slight positive flow of $2,556, which is typical for this time of year.

2) We cancelled our March meeting and will reschedule the planned annual review with Michael Swinson, our Edward Jones representative, at a later date. 
Nominating Committee

No report

Personnel Committee
No report

Pastoral Care Team 





Frances
The team and other volunteers are calling members regularly to check in with them.  They are getting very positive responses from their calls and are hoping to enlist youth to send cards.   

Presbytery Meeting: 



 

Becca Lowrance
The Presbytery met Saturday, February 22, at First Presbyterian Church, Waynesboro.  Becca was our commissioned elder.  She reported that Rick Comstock was installed as moderator and several from the Trinity congregation attended.  The offering for PDA disaster assistance has been sent to Puerto Rico.  The education hour focused on a study of what it means to be Matthew 25 church.  The Bills and Overtures Committee presented our overture on fossil fuels, which was approved and will be forwarded to the General Assembly.  The next Presbytery meeting will be Tuesday, May 19 at Cooks Creek Presbyterian Church.  
Next Meeting: Sunday, April 19, 4pm – Chris will have devotions.
Adjournment:  The meeting was adjourned and closed with prayer at 11:50 am.
Respectfully submitted,
_____________________________



_______________________________
Linda Bradley






Stephanie Sorge

Clerk of Session





Moderator
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