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Reflective Note

It was such a gift to gather together and celebrate the life and ministry of Don Allen. If
you missed the service, you can view it online: 

Over the course of my decade here, it has been a privilege and a gift to get to know the
“extended” Trinity family - those who grew up in the church but who no longer live
here. Most of the opportunities to get to know these family members have been at
memorial services, which feel as much a homecoming as homegoing. For those who
actually grew up together here, I know it is even more so!

Click here to read the full article!
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Worship

8/9 -  11th Sunday after Pentecost - Judges 4-5 (Deborah)

8/16 - 12th Sunday after Pentecost - Acts 16 (Lydia) - Blessing of the Backpacks 

8/23 - 13th Sunday After Pentecost - Luke 2 (Anna) 

8/30 - 14th Sunday after Pentecost

What's in Session?
 

The Session met on July 19, and had a hard time narrowing this list down to three
items, as good and important work was done and conversations shared.

- We are excited to share that Trinity has been invited to participate in a new, grant-
funded program, a Seminary for Every Congregation, that is a joint project of Eastern
Mennonite Seminary, Union Presbyterian Seminary, and Louisville Presbyterian
Theological Seminary. The program accompanies each participating church as it
engages a central question animating its common life - such as the ongoing work of
discerning the future of our grounds. This central question becomes the lens through
which theological learning takes shape. Congregations will engage in yearlong cohorts
where each church’s pastor and a small team of lay leaders learn together, with mentors
helping them grow in Bible study, community engagement, trauma-aware care, and
planning for future ministry. If this is of interest to you, we still have room for 1-2
congregation members to participate. Reach out to Stephanie to let her know. You can
also find Ethan King after worship to learn more. Ethan and his wife, Jordan, have been
worshiping at Trinity, and Ethan is the Project Coordinator for the program at EMU.
We are excited!

- Before we even knew about this opportunity, the Harvest team was working on a plan
for the fall retreat. We learned that Massanetta Springs wasn't available for any of our
preferred days, so we started branching out... to EMU! Mark your calendars for our fall
retreat, which will take place on Sunday, September 27, in the Seminary Chapel at



Easter Mennonite. More information will be forthcoming. 

- There will be NO livestream on Sunday, July 26, as planned, nor on August 2, as the
tech team simply doesn't have the volunteers with particular expertise needed to make it
happen. Let this be a reminder to reach out and thank team members for the amazing
ministry they provide week in and week out. We are so blessed! Feel free to take this
opportunity to catch up on services you might have missed, which can be accessed on
our YouTube channel: https://www.youtube.com/@TrinityHarrisonburg540/streams

In Our Prayers

God of surprises,

when I think you are not present in my life,

you reveal yourself in the love of friends and family

and nurture me in your never-ending affection.

 

God of surprises, 

when we think you are not present in our community, 

you labour to make us of one heart
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and cause us to share gladly and generously.

 

God of surprises, 

when people think you are not present in our world,

you bring hope out of despair 

and create growth out of difficulty.

 

God of surprises, 

you are ever with us.

When the days go by and our vision fades,

keep surprising us.

When our hope dims and our patience wears thin,

keep coming to us.

Teach us to keep our lamps lit

and to be prepared, 

that we may see your loving presence among us. 

 

By Francis Brienen from “Prayers Encircling the World: An International Anthology”

 

 May you notice the God of Surprises in your own life, 

in our community, and in the world

as you engage with your own prayers and with the weekly prayer list 

Prayer List

https://mcusercontent.com/ece47ec411f81f302bf9ed2dc/files/ba52a627-5a98-d34c-037e-5bdd5d330c68/Prayer_List_for_Emails.pdf


Fellowship

August Birthdays

Andy Sale, 3rd
Richard Slough, 4th
John Henderson, 9th

Vickie Carothers, 11th
Carolyn Hinshaw, 11th

Sarah Ann Whitmore, 19th

Jason Brown, 20th
Mary Jean Kempfer, 25th
Stephanie Gardner, 27th

Karen Leigh, 28th
Stephanie Sorge, 29th

August Baptisms

Rick Orem, 1st
Bill Sanders, 12th

Michele Davis-Sinclair, 16th
Leslie Tucker, 19th

Judy LePera, 20th
Adrienne Pannell, 25th
Stephanie Gardner, 27th

Sid McMillin, 30th



Free Concert

Join us downtown for a free concert at Turner Pavillion! Look for the Trinity
group Wednesday, August 12, at 6:30 pm. All are welcome to join us!



Nurture

The August neurodiversity word for the month is Pathological Demand Avoidance.

Children and adults who identify as Pathological Demand Avoidance (PDA) or
Pervasive Drive for Autonomy “avoid everyday demands using ‘social strategies’ as a
way to avoid tasks or demands and who possess a strong need for autonomy and
control, require unique supports, and are socially oriented. To learn more about PDA,
check out the information posted here and the video available here.

Mission

Backpack Program

Now that it’s almost time to go back to school, we will be collecting non-food items for
the Backpack Program. Contact Virginia Healy for more information on what we’re
collecting.

Volunteers Needed
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The Clothes Closet has an urgent need for two 1st Wednesday volunteers. The time
volunteers are needed is from 6:15-7:45pm. If you are able to help on the 1st
Wednesday of every month starting now and into the future, please contact Kathy
Gillette by phone, text, or email.

Interfaith Paths to Peace Events



Trinity Presbyterian Church gathers on land that was part of ancestral hunting
grounds and travel routes of various groups of indigenous peoples. We
acknowledge, with gratitude, these stewards of the land through the ages.
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