Guidelines for the Formation of House Churches
for Trinity Presbyterian Church

9-11-18
After a period of study and evaluation, the 2018 Session reaffirms house churches as an important and effective means for ministering to each other and to others in the name of Christ.  The Session encourages persons to participate in a house church or other ministry opportunities if at all possible. The Session recognizes the need for creative and flexible styles in which house churches can operate to meet the needs of their ministries. Therefore, house churches are encouraged to consider unique scheduling constraints for all members (such as work/school/church/family needs etc...) when calling and scheduling house church activities.  
Therefore, the Session approves in principle the following guidelines for house churches:
FUNCTION:
1.  To become a house church of Trinity Presbyterian Church, a group must be called by Christ, individually and 
collectively, and recognize itself as part of the body of Christ.
2.  Each house church is typically called around a specific ministry and shall exercise the four marks of the church:   mission, worship, nurture, and fellowship.  Ministry is defined as not only meeting Trinity’s needs, but also extending beyond our own congregation.  Ministry may be both corporate and face-to-face.  The relative emphasis among the four marks shall be determined by the house church, with guidance and approval by the Session.  
LEADERSHIP:
1.  Each house church shall establish designated leadership for each of the four marks of the church, plus a pastoral leader.  These leaders will be separate individuals.
2.  As an extension of ministry at Trinity, each house church will be linked to the Session through a designated Session communicator. Any actively serving ruling elder who is a participant in the house church may serve as the communicator. If there is no actively serving elder in the house church, a Session communicator will be appointed. Regular two-way communication is important. The Session communicator will relay pertinent information to the house church from the Session and should keep the Session updated on any issues or concerns from the house church, as well as any particular requests requiring Session action. 

MEMBERSHIP:
1.  Ordinarily, a house church should consist of at least six persons.  If a house church grows too large, it may lose its 

small-group effectiveness.  House churches should consider forming smaller groups as necessary.
2.  House churches are called annually for a one-year period.  Although this typically occurs during a “Ministry Call Sunday”, they may be called at any time.  Persons are asked to covenant with a house church for that one-year period.  They do not have to be members of Trinity to be members of a house 
church.
PROCEDURES:
1.  As the church in microcosm, each house church is to celebrate the Lord’s Supper “as the desire is felt and the testimony is needed.”  House churches typically celebrate the Lord’s Supper at least twice during the year and should report this back to the Session through the Session Communicator.
2.  The Session must approve each house church’s covenant, marks leaders, and nurture materials.  
3.  House churches will meet regularly according to their covenant.
4.  Recognizing that the ministry of each group within the church is done on behalf of the whole church, regular communication with the congregation is important. This may occur through minutes for ministry in worship, bulletin announcements or Nous articles, or other means. Typically each fifth Sunday is designated for a worship service planned and led by either a house church or marks group, which also invites the congregation to learn about and participate in some of the many ministries of the church. House churches are encouraged to consider whether they would like to plan and lead a service, and may be invited, but are not required, to do so. Requests to lead worship can be communicated to the Pastor, the Session communicator, or the Seasonal Team leader for the season in which the worship service would take place.  They may also meet as a house church apart from the rest of the congregation on any Sunday.
5.  These guidelines will be distributed to house churches with the covenant forms when house churches are called.
6.  Each house church will participate as a group in a year-end evaluation to be shared with the Session.
7.  The Session shall review these guidelines at least every five years.
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