Trinity Presbyterian Church

Stated Session Meeting

May 19, 2019
We Assemble in God’s Name

Members Present: Stephanie Sorge, Moderator; Linda Bradley, Clerk of Session; Chris Carlberg; Rick Comstock; Melodie Davis; Paul Klemt; Frances Sale; Abby Striebig; Bill Wilson; and Rebekah Nolt, Associate for Pastoral Care.
Absent/Excused:  Dane Byers; Teresa Harris; Becca Lowrance; Dawn Ruple; and Michaela Brino-Dean, Youth Representative. Approved. A quorum was present. 
Call to Order:  Stephanie called the meeting to order with prayer at 4:05 pm.
Devotional:  Rick shared a devotion and prayer on Teaching Mark in Two Voices by Blount and Charles. 
Sharing Joys and Concerns:

1) Numerous prayer concerns and joys for members and friends of the Trinity congregation were shared. Stephanie led the Session in a moment of prayer.
Approval of Docket:  Approved as distributed.
Approval of Minutes:  The minutes from the Stated Session Meeting on April 14, 2019 were approved.
Clerk’s Report:






Linda Bradley
1) Communion was served during worship and at Dinner Church as approved on Sunday, May 5.  Rev. Roxana Atwood and Elder Frances Sale served communion as an extension of the table to four persons at Sunnyside.  Communion was also served to two additional persons at Sunnyside by the Reverends Andy Sale and Jim and Roxana Atwood, as well as Elder Frances Sale.
2) Rick made, and Paul seconded, a motion that Rebekah Nolt be authorized to serve Communion for the remainder of her term here.  Approved.

Pastor’s Report and Concerns:




Stephanie Sorge 
Motion for Session Action:

1) The Pentecost Team has indicated that four churches (Russian Baptist, Faith Community, Assembly of God, and Blessed Sacrament) are ready to welcome us on Wild Goose Sunday.  Chris made, and Rick seconded, a motion that Communion and Dinner Church be celebrated on June 30 instead of July 7.  Approved.  
For Discussion:

1) At least four persons have indicated a desire to join Trinity and will be coming to the June 23 Session meeting to be examined and welcomed as new members.  Several others are possibly interested in joining but couldn’t attend the original Explorers’ class.  If another class can be scheduled between now and then, there could be more persons joining.  To accommodate this, there was general agreement to start the June 23 Session meeting at 3:30 pm rather than at 4:00 pm. 
2) Three neighbors near the church have each just completed yoga teacher certification.  Stephanie asked about the possibility of Trinity co-hosting/sponsoring a community yoga class here and seeing if any of those three would be interested in teaching.  We could provide the sanctuary for free, allowing for them to receive donations from students. Discussion noted that we have the space and would be offering something to our immediate neighborhood.  The consensus was to offer this opportunity to our three neighbors.
3) The Myrtle cohort members will be gathering in Louisville on July 21-24 to for continuing collaboration. Session is scheduled to meet that Sunday. After discussion, the consensus was to skip the July Session meeting and to handle anything electronically if need be.
For Information: 
1) “Story Circles” have met a few times. The one at church was rescheduled since there was only one person signed up. The one at the Davis’ house was cancelled because very few persons signed up. The next two story circles are scheduled for Thursday, May 30, at 2 pm at the church and Monday, June 3, at 10 am at the Bistro at Sunnyside.  Dinner Church will do story circles on June 2.  There was much discussion of the difficulties in getting persons to become involved in small groups.
Upcoming Dates:

1) May 21 - Presbytery meets at Massanetta Springs
2) June 2 – PDA benefit concert and Dinner Church

3) June 8-15 - Stephanie will be away for a conference, and Rebekah will be on call for pastoral emergencies

4) June 30 - WILD GOOSE - something new - no worship at Trinity, but people encouraged to go to other places to worship and experience the Holy Spirit among God’s people 
5) 2019 Vacation - March 22-29 (Rebekah preaching 3/24); July 4-13 (using the July 4th holiday, and weekend; Bill Reinhold to preach); July 27-Aug. 3 - hymn sing?; still 1 week TBD - potentially December 13-19?

6) 2019 Continuing Education - June 9-15 - preaching conference at Princeton 
7) October 7-13 - Montreat conference

8) Service to the Church: January 2-5, 2020 (Montreat College Conference)

We Celebrate Both the Present and Our Vision for the Future

Seasonal Teams:

Easter:







Stephanie Sorge
Motion for Session Action:  
None

For Information:

1) Feedback from the congregation is that the Easter Seasonal Team plans are going very well.
Pentecost:







Melodie Davis
Motion for Session Action:

None

For Information:

1) A Swahili-speaking choir will participate in worship on June 9, followed by a pot luck luncheon.  We expect an additional 40 persons at worship.  Trinity will provide meat and drink for the luncheon, and everyone should bring a side dish or dessert related to their native culture.  The team will need much help for this event.
2) There will not be a Summer Night Study this July.

Marks Groups and House Churches
Presbyterian Disaster Assistance

1) There has been good publicity around town for the Presbyterian Disaster Assistance Marks Group benefit concert on June 2.

Sanctuary House Church

1) VANITA now has 22 drivers from across Harrisonburg area but more drivers are needed because many refugees must travel to northern Virginia every two weeks.  One woman was not granted asylum during her last check-in, and Sanctuary is looking at what becoming a sanctuary church involves.  There was discussion about the planned building of a larger ICE office here in Harrisonburg and the possibility of refugees being able to check in locally instead of traveling to northern Virginia. 
Standing Teams:

Pastoral Care:






Frances Sale, Rebekah Nolt 
Motion for Session Action:

None

For Information:

1) Extended Communion Servers Training –the Pastoral Care Team will offer a training session for elders to go over the extended communion process.  Frances Sale and Rebekah Nolt will conduct this training on Sunday, May 26th at 9 am.    
Building and Grounds





Paul Klemt, Dane Byers
Motion for Session Approval:

None
For Information:

1) A leak in the grease trap and sink in the kitchen has been repaired.  A bill for $1488 from Michael Plumbing and Heating has been sent to the church.  The Outreach Team has offered to drain all sinks with hot water at Dinner Church each month.  Dane Byers will check on insurance coverage for this repair.

2) The Harbor Room has been fully occupied over the last few weeks.  Cooking over high heat has twice set off the smoke alarm there.  An inspection by the Fire Department noted a number of minor issues that Building and Grounds have addressed.  It was decided to leave the Harbor Room unused for a few weeks after the current guests have left so that we can reassess any specific needs.

3) A significant increase in water consumption led to discovery of a leak in the hydrant located next to the shed.  Michael Plumbing and Heating has relocated the hydrant to the north side of the kitchen walkway so that water is accessible outside.  The bill will be forthcoming. 

4) Renovations to the bathroom near the sanctuary have been completed and look great. Thanks to Paul for identifying contractor and the committee for making this happen. 
Communication and Outreach




Chris Carlberg, Melodie Davis
Motion for Session Action:

None


For Information:

1) Dinner Church on May 5 was very successful.  The next Dinner Church will be held at 5:00 pm on June 2 and on June 30 instead of July 7.
2) PRIDE will be in September this year, not July. 
Finance Team






Linda Bradley, Rick Comstock
Motion for Session Action:

None
For Information:

1) Treasurer’s Report – The April Treasurer’s Report shows that we have a YTD actual income of $91,743, in comparison with a YTD anticipated income of $79,694 – an additional $12,049.  Our YTD actual expenses were $86,631, in comparison with YTD anticipated expenses of $84,449 – $2,182 more than anticipated.  This gives us an actual YTD positive difference of $5,112.   Please contact Linda or Jeannie Klemt with any questions. 

2) Trinity has received two bequests from the estate of Mary Louise Fisher - $50,000 for Trinity’s general use and $10,000 for Earth Care House Church.  Since Earth Care House Church no longer exists, the family has stipulated that Trinity must use these monies for environmental issues.  The Finance Team is meeting this Thursday to discuss these two bequests and will also check with former Earth Care members for their suggestions.
3) Jeannie Klemt has contacted Julie Liss, a local accountant, who will review Trinity’s 2016, 2017, and 2018 financial records by the end of June. 

4) Trinity’s solar panel CD matured on April 29.  We have converted it into a 2-year CD.
5) The Mission Funding Task Force, consisting of Rick Comstock, Linda Bradley, Abby Streibig, Kathy Gillette, and Steve Rinehart, held its first meeting on Wednesday, May 15.  They will have a report and recommendations ready for the August or September Session meeting. 

Nominating Committee

       No report
Personnel Committee:





Larry Barber/Stephanie Sorge
Motion for Session Action:

None
For Information:

1) The Committee is reviewing several applications for the Administrative Assistant position.  There may be a few more applications coming in.  The Committee will begin interviewing candidates in the next few weeks.
Presbytery Meeting:  
1) As previously approved, Frances will be our commissioner at the meeting on May 21 at Massanetta Springs Conference Center.  Stephanie encouraged Session members to attend the Education session at 11:00.

Processing the Meeting:

Stephanie asked how people access and review the Session documents.  Most rely on her email reminder to submit reports by Wednesday before Session meeting.  Members agreed to check the website for reports on Saturday or Sunday before the Session meeting.
Next Meeting:  Sunday, June 23, at 3:30 p.m. NOTE CHANGE OF DATE AND TIME.  (Bill Wilson will have devotions.)
Adjournment:  The meeting was adjourned and closed with prayer at 5:35 pm.
Respectfully submitted,
_____________________________



_______________________________
Linda Bradley,






Stephanie Sorge,

Clerk of Session





Moderator
Attachments:   
4

